
PUBLIC LECTURE

Elizabeth Schaefer, C.S.B., a Christian Science 
teacher, discusses practical and proved healing 
experiences, explaining how we are already 
whole and why. Her theme is that thought is the 
basic building block of life.

The talk is entitled: The Healing Power of 
Prayer & Christian Science. It takes place on 
Saturday, April 28: 2 to 3 pm at the Marriott 
Residence Inn, 161 Laurier Avenue West near 
Elgin, Ottawa. It will be held in the Sir Guy 
Carleton Room on the 2nd floor.

Free public parking is available across from the 
hotel. Many OC Transpo bus routes run nearby 
along Slater and Albert.

The lecture preparatory meeting via phone link 
with Beth Schaefer is scheduled at 7:30 on 
April 17th. Ads for this lecture will appear in 
three hundred OC Transpo buses throughout the 
month of April, reaching a large number of 
people in our community.

Invitations and posters will be available (at 
church and on the website) and everyone is 
urged to share these as freely as possible.

DOORS OPEN OTTAWA

The church will again be participating in Doors 
Open this year on June 2nd and 3rd. Please 
consider volunteering to greet the public and 
answer questions about our building and con-
gregation. Contact Stewart Walker for more in-
formation.

COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATION VISIT

Eric Nickerson, the Committee on Publication 
for Ontario will be meeting with us at 11:30 on 
April 1st. He will talk principally about his 
COP activities this past year, but also about the 
mental health conference and our involvement 
with it.

Members should be aware that the church pays 
pro-rata dues on their behalf to support the 
COP. The current rate is $12 per member per 
month.

SPIRITUALITY AND MENTAL HEALTH 
CONFERENCE 

Christine Driessen of Boston will be presenting 
a Christian Science point of view at the third 
annual conference which takes place May 3 and 
4. She will be speaking to mental health profes-
sionals on Thursday May 3, 10:30 Ð 12:00 in 
English; and on Friday May 4, 10:30 Ð 12:00 in 
French. Note that attendance is restricted to 
conference attendees.

Christine will be present at a preparatory meet-
ing which will be held after the testimony meet-
ing on Wednesday, May 2nd.

ADVERTISING

Our church will be placing a short ad in the Ot-
tawa Citizen, April through October on the first 
Sunday of the month.
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AN AMBITIOUS PROJECT IN KINSHASA

Kinshasa is the capital of the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Since 1998, the country has suf-
fered greatly from the devastating 
Second Congo War, the world's 
deadliest conflict since World War 
II. 

Mayal Tshiabwila, a dedicated 
practitioner who studied at Prin-
cipia, uses a mobile Reading Room 
(display on wheels) to share Chris-
tian Science teachings and Science 
and Health with his community; 
many children he befriended during 
this activity became interested in 
attending his Sunday School. He is 
now helping them with literacy and 
nutrition needs also. Here are ex-
cerpts from an email:

About Science and Health, yes, we have enough stock to share with willing street children. But we 
must make sure that they can read, because S&H is in French, and needs at least middle school level 
to grasp something. As you may know, with the many years of neglect and civil war, the school sys-

tem has been down for a long time. Many children (even 
adults) can't read, even in the local language.

As for the school, yes, we can accommodate a few children. It 
will all depend on what we want to do for them. For the re-
cuperation classes, they'll have to wait till next September, 
the beginning of the new school year. However, we can have 
a special class for them, where they would be taught how to 
read and write and do some arithmetic...

We have a feeding program that works only when the World 
Food Program (WFP) supplies us with food supplies (beans, 
corn flour, oil, salt). Then the school adds some ingredients 
such as sugar, onions, and wood or charcoal for cooking 
(electricity is not reliable). When we have the supplies, chil-
dren (50 so far) have a meal/day...

At present, I'm thinking of making some modifications to my 
house, so that I could free more space for the school, but this 
may not come soon as it requires an investment of about 
$2000....



READING ROOM BROCHURE

The Reading Room has a new brochure which 
gives an overview of its varied resources. You 
might find opportunities to share it with others. 
This brochure will also be available on the 
church website.

CLERK NEEDED

Our clerk, who has served ably for many years, 
will be leaving the position in the near future. 
Please consider serving in this capacity: appli-
cants should contact Stewart Walker.

MOTHER CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING

The Mother Church is inviting submissions 
from members on the topic "What does it take 
to be a healer?"  They are interested in your 
perspectives on these questions:

¥ From your experience, what is the single most 
important thing you've discovered about what 
it takes to be a healer?

¥ What helped to awaken you to your capacities 
as a healer?  What prompted your shift in 

  thought from just using Christian Science for 
yourself or your family to praying actively for 
others?

¥ What kinds of reservations or resistance have 
you had to face?  What's helped you to over-
come this resistance?

¥ What are you learning about the link between 
Christly qualities and genuine Christian Sci-
ence healing?  For example, what qualities in 
Jesus' Sermon on the Mount are you finding 
most essential to being a healer?

¥ How has your commitment to healing touched 
others, including your family, your church, or 
your community? 

¥ Anything else you'd like to add about what it 
takes to be a healer?

LOST & FOUND

Did you leave something behind? Perhaps a 
plate from refreshments at the December carol 
sing? Please take a moment to check the lost 
and found in the cloak room. Some long-
standing unclaimed items will soon be for-
warded to a charity.

A CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

April 1 @11:30   Meeting with COP
April 15               Deadline for nominations
April 16 @7:30   Election meeting
April 17 @7:30   Public lecture preparatory
April 28 @2        Public lecture
April 30 @7:30   Annual business meeting

 

May 2 @8:45  Conference lecture preparatory
May 3&4         Spirituality & Mental 
        Health Conference
June 2&3          Doors Open Ottawa
June 4               Annual meeting of the 
        Mother Church

A group of Christian Scientists in Kingston and 
Owen Sound have founded a support group 
called ÒHealing for the ChildrenÓ, and are ask-
ing interested individuals for donations which 
they will pool together and forward to the prac-
titioner so that this work will have stable fund-
ing, and in the longer-term a facility for hous-
ing, feeding and schooling may be established. 

They also wish to promote contacts with Sun-
day School children in Canada through writing, 
artwork and prayer. 

Contributions can be made out to Carol L. 
Robinson, Treasurer and mailed c/o Katherine 
M. Ellis, PO Box 795, Wiarton, Ontario N0H 
2T0. Tax receipts will not be possible until they 
can set up a registered charity.


