
The   Bremhill Church register is full of Townsend
and Wiltshire family Weddings, Baptisms and

Burials. The first recorded Townsend death in the
St Martins register occurred in 1591, so far no

family connection has been made.

The history of Bremhill, Derry Hill and Studley is
very much a part of the Townsend/ Wiltshire family

story, research has shown that they lived in that
area  as far back as the mid 1600's and in all

probability a lot longer than that.

[5] Some day we are hoping to solve the mystery of
William Townsend husband of Ann Brittain who

disappeared shortly after she died in 1862. William
was only in his 30s and could have started another

family somewhere. DNA might help solve this
mystery.

[7] Ann Townsend's parents were almost certainly
Abraham and Sarah Townsend who were married

in 1765, she had four siblings, William, Sarah,
Betty and Isaac. Did Ann meet Richard Wiltshire

when her brother William married Dinah Wiltshire
in 1791?.

[4]  We assume that the Vicar of the day would not
baptise George Townsend unless Ann named the
father, he would never know how important his
notation in the church register turned out to be .

[6] Peter Townsend's DNA matched that of Martin
Wiltshire,  a sixth generation descendent of

Richards brother William Wiltshire. 1765-1834.
DNA test proved a solid Townsend  link from Peter

to George Wiltshire. 1731-1812.

[1]  William Townsend moved from Bremhill to
London in the late 1880's where he married Sarah
Holtom at Christchurch, Notting Hill on Nov. 29th

1885. They opened a cafe and William became
foreman for the London Electric Supply Company.

William worked for the world famous electrical
engineer Dr. Sebastian Ferranti.  Subsequentely

over 30 members of the Townsend family worked
for the London Electricity Authority in one capacity

or another.

[2].  John Townsend  [ grandson of John and Edie
Townsend] was given the "The  Queens Award For

Technology'' for his contribution to Electrical
Engineering.

[3]  Peter Townsend , son of Ernie and Susie
Townsend  was recognised in 1987 as one of
Canada's " Space Pioneers"  by the Canadian

Aeronautics and Space Institute for his work in
buliding the 'Alouette' Spacecraft and his

contribution to Space Research.

[4]

[6][7]
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THE TOWNSEND/WILTSHIRE FAMILY DNA
STORY

In late 2004 PeterTownsend decided to get a record
of his DNA,  the main reason for doing this was to
leave a family marker for future family members to
compare their DNA to our particular branch of the

Townsend family.

Peter Townsend had made  contact with  a Martin
Wiltshire about a year before his DNA test, Martin

was looking for information on the village of
Bremhill in Wiltshire

They subsequently discovered that Richard
Wiltshire [who was reputed to be the father of

George Townsend ] was Martin's distant relative
and all things being equal,  their DNA should

match if Richard Wiltshire was in fact  the father of
George Townsend.

In July 2005 the 37 marker FamilyTree  Y-DNA
comparison test showed an almost perfect match for
Peter and Martin's DNA. This proved beyond any

doubt that our branch of the Townsend family
descended from the Wiltshire family in 1796.

This is the church where William,
Jonathon,Thomas, Sarah and Tryphena Townsend
were baptised on 0ct 18th 1859. Ann Brittain wife
of William Townsend is reputed to be buried under

the Churchyard  wall.

The DNA test also revealed that we are descended
from the Viking Halpogroup from north western

Europe. We were different from almost all the other
Townsend's tested who were from southern Europe.

This clue pointed  towards the Wiltshire family
connection.

** William and Martha built the Zoar Chapel in
Studley, which is still there today.

.Wiltshire Family Tree data provided by Martin
Wiltshire.

**
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William and Sarah raised eight children of their
own in London,  together with Son [Thomas]

Morris who's parents and sister died from the WWI
Flu epedemic, and Florence Townsend who's

parents died when she was very young.

*** The Townsend/ Charman connection!

[1]

[5]

The Bremhill, Studley and Derry Hill Townsend's
We are still trying to find descendents of Simeon,
Jane, Philip, Abraham, Isaac and Mary Townsend.

This tree will be updated as and when family
members of these branches are found.

***
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[3]

The London   Townsend's

adopted

adopted
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Gerald
Bouchard

1950 -

Elizabeth
Townsend

1958 -

Philip
Bourada
1956 -

Andrew
Townsend

1964 -

Wendy
Hidvegi
1971 -

Doreen
Hulme
1946 -

Melvin Clay
[Cass]
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Ella
Clay

2001 -

William
Clay

2003 -



twins
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Hoon
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[div.]
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div.
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1953 -
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1957 -
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Powlefland

Clare
Hibbs

Joanna
Powlefland

Steven
Hawkyard

Martin
Barrett

Susan
Townsend

1954 -

Roy
Haywood

Nigel
Townsend

1954 -

Wendy
Richardson

Carol
Townsend

1962 -

Pamela
Townsend

1957 -

Robert
Mackey
1955 -

Micheal
Bourada
1983 -
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Zeyl

1988 -

Zachery
Zeyl
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1981 -

Steven
Hoon
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Mathew
Powlefland

Sarah
Powlefland

Charlotte
Powlefland Danielle
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Barrett

Katie
Barrett
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Haywood

Jack
Haywood

David
Townsend

Jonathon
Mackey
1987 -

Daniel
Mackey
1985 -



*Twin brothers George and Fred.

Twins

*

*
George
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Fred
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Alexandra
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Townsend

Marjorie
White

Mabel
Townsend

Harry
Killick

Florence Anderson
[adopted]William

Townsend
Florence

Terance
Townsend

Vivian Robert
Townsend

Laurie
Paul

Townsend
Stephanie

Sandra
Townsend

David
Gilbert

Patricia
Townsend

Terence
Cole

Carol
Townsend

Spouse?? Roger
Townsend

spouse

Martin
Killick

Susan
Killick

Spouse Maureen
Killick

Simon
Townsend

Nicholas
Townsend

Mathew
Townsend

Felicity
Townsend

Katie
Townsend

Owen
Townsend

Ruth
Gilbert

Ian
Fromow

Rachel
Gilbert

Ewen
Bell

Anna
Gilbert

Chris
Bulled

Tomothy
Gilbert

Rachel Nathan
Gilbert

Jonathon
Cole

Mathew
Cole

Luke
Cole

Emma
??

John
??

Sally
Townsend

Roger
Townsend

Robert
?

Richard
?

Ruben
Fromow

Lucie
Fromow

Charis
Fromow

Kathrine
Bell

William
Bell

Sarah
Bell

Alice
Bulled

Thomas
Bulled

Noah
Gilbert

Samuel
Gilbert



This Family Tree was prepared by Peter Townsend
in August 2005, with the help of Desmond

Townsend , Peter Marlow, Kevin Stacey, Julie
Druce, Sheila Charman and Martin Wiltshire.

Visit the William Townsend Family History
website at http://www.magma.ca/~petwp

email Peter at   petert@magma.ca

Mailing address  21 Sandwell Crescent, Kanata,
K2K1V2, Ontario, Canada. Phone 613 592 3536

[2]

Twins

Revision 1 September 2005

The Bromley   Townsend's

To the best of my knowledge the information and
family relationships are correct. However, there is

always the posibility of error due to the many
sources used. Almost certainly there will be

changes and additions in the future at the top of the
tree.
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[div]

Sheila
Gilbey
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Barry Francis
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John
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John
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Gary
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Mark
TownsendElizabethMicheal

Townsend
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Cook
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Div.
Julian
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Dawn
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James
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